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Perspectives of Kazakhstan higher professional education
on the competitive market of educational services

Nowadays all countries either developed or
developing, live in market economy environment
which affects all spheres of life including educa-
tion, the latter being in great demand in today's
educated technological age. In this situation, edu-
cational institutions in developed countries are
willing to promote their services around the world
in order to attract foreign students selling them
high quality education services. Globalization of
higher education including internationalization,
integration and informatization, became the ma-
jor peculiarity of forming market relationship in
higher education sphere, as these processes are
characterized by some concrete components, such
as distant learning development and international
cooperation between universities. Thus, the world
tendency of expanding economic freedom of uni-
versities activity transformed commercial educa-
tion sphere development into one of the compo-
nents of higher education globalization.

Kazakhstan is not either a market leader or
market challenger on the globalized education
market. Not even a market follower, providing
its massive services to foreign students. Though
many students from India and Arabic countries
chose education in Kazakhstan in Soviet times,
today only about ten thousand foreign students
study in the republican higher education institu-
tions. There are objective reasons for that — firstly,
Kazakhstan is not a member of WTO and can't
enjoy the advantages of its membership while
providing its services in the sphere of education
in other countries in most favourable conditions;
and, secondly, the level of higher education in Ka-
zakhstan still leaves much to be desired.

At the same time, young people in Kazakhstan
are willing to study abroad, as foreign education
is known as prestigious in Kazakhstan business
environment and can boost their future earnings.
Human development is one of the main strategies
in a country development. So, Kazakhstan govern-
ment provides some programmes and grants for
young people in Kazakhstan for educating them
abroad, for example the ‘Bolashak’ programme,
initiated by the President of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan, gives the talented young people the op-
portunity to study in the best world universities.
So, about 3000 scholarship holders currently study
in 27 countries of the world. The total number of
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young people studying abroad is more than 20
thousand people according to statistics.

From the above, the certain conclusions can be
made. Having the leading position in the system
of continuous education, the higher education di-
rectly and indirectly is connected with economy,
science, technologies and culture of any society.
Consequently, the higher education development
is an important part of the strategy of general na-
tional development.

However, globalization of higher education re-
moves national boundaries and cultural peculiari-
ties of any country striving to preserve its national
and cultural identity, and is completely unaccep-
table in such an important sphere as educating
a future citizen of a country. There also exists a
problem of the so called ‘brain drain’, when young
people having been educated abroad, sometimes
are not eager to come back to their country and
prefer staying in a foreign country.

So, in the 21t century, it is necessary to under-
stand clearly the format of higher professional ed-
ucation in a country, and competencies of profes-
sionals graduating from higher education institu-
tions in near and distant future, in order to provide
high quality education to people, and as a result,
to contribute to the country development in gen-
eral. On the other hand, higher educational insti-
tutions should have the opportunity to provide
their services to young people in other countries.

What shall Kazakhstan higher education in-
stitutions do in order to enter the international
education market and provide high quality edu-
cation services not only to Kazakhstani, but also
to foreign students? In 2004 the President of the
Republic of Kazakhstan declared new strategies
to be introduced in the country, which said: go-
ing ahead towards competitive Kazakhstan, com-
petitive economy, competitive nation. In the light of
that mission statement, there was elaborated the
national programme of education development in
the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2005 - 2010. The
outcomes of the programme realization are as
follows:

= There was issued the Law of RK “On Educa-

tion” in new edition.

» There was created the National system of

education quality assessment.

= ENT and PGK testing were introduced.

» Kazakhstan joined the Bologna process.



» Bachelor - Master — PhD doctor prepara-
tion system was implemented.

» Credit technology educational system was
introduced.

» There was created the national model of
educational institutions accreditation.

» There was introduced university ranking.

Recently, there was worked out and approved
by the President of Kazakhstan The National Pro-
gramme of Education Development in the Republic
of Kazakhstan for 2011 — 2020.(01.02.2010)

The main goals of this programme are stated
to be: cardinal modernization of educational sys-
tem, steady increase of investments into educa-
tion, improving quality of education in accordance
with best practices in Europe. Consequently, the
following tasks related to higher education system
are set to be fulfilled:

= Introduction of new institutional and eco-
nomic mechanisms into the sphere of edu-
cation;

» Increase of education management effi-
ciency;

= Development of educational infrastructure;

= Faculties quality improvement;

= Introduction of e-learning system;

» Improvement of educational structure, con-
tent and technologies and adjusting them
in accordance with Bologna process param-
eters;

= Accreditation of higher education institu-
tions in appliance with international educa-
tional standards, thus entering the rating of
the best world universities;

» Relationship of educational system with sci-
entific technological and innovative policies;

= Creation of the system of non-stop educa-
tion for life.

The Programme is going to be implemented in
two phases: the first stage — in years 2011 2015,
and the second within the years 2016 — 2020. As
the organizational basis of the national policy in
educational sphere, the Programme will provide
continuation of Kazakhstan education moderni-
zation. The Programme is, in fact, the system of
interrelated - in terms of resources and time -
measures, embracing changes in the structure,
content and technologies of education, manage-
ment system, organizational and legal forms of
educational institutions, and financial and eco-
nomic mechanisms.

Besides, the Programme implementation has
an intersectorial nature aiming all the stages of ed-
ucational system that allows conducting the com-
mon educational policy in the country, solution of
all problems of disproportion in development of
regional educational systems and formation of the
common educational and informational space.

Currently Kazakhstan joined all the main inter-
national acts in different spheres, such as educa-
tion, protection of human rights and rights of chil-
dren. Among them there are General Declaration
of Human Rights, Convention on Children Rights,
International Declaration of Economic, Social and
Cultural Human rights, Bologna and Lisbon Con-
ventions in the sphere of education and some
others.

In 2010 Kazakhstan undertook the leadership
in the Organization on Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE) which gives the Republic new
opportunities for entering the world educational
space.

According to the Report on development of
UNO (2009) Kazakhstan belongs to the group of
countries with high level of human development,
occupying the 82" position among 182 countries.

Human resources development is determined
to be the highest priority for our country in the
Strategic development plan of the Republic for
years 2010 -2020. In the future, getting economic
benefits is closely connected with investments
into education, which is supposed to increase sig-
nificantly quality and productivity of labour force.
That is why in the current decade particular atten-
tion will be paid to improvement of education ser-
vices quality.

One of the factors and consequences of glo-
balization is free flow of information, intellectual
produce and ideas. Young generation of Kazakh-
stan is open for new ideas and thinks globally. To-
day in Kazakhstan there are many opportunities
for creating new innovative infrastructure as well
as using existing one. The country continues to
develop modern information, telecommunication
and other science intensive technologies and their
implementation into scientific and technical ac-
tivity and industry processes. Technologies in the
country today provide good and fast movement
of information

Higher education system in Kazakhstan should
strive to achieve the world high educational stand-
ards and become a full member of the interna-
tional education space. One of the mechanisms of
achieving this objective is implementing the pa-
rameters of the Bologna process that include three
level system of higher education, credit technolo-
gies in education, academic mobility of teachers
and students and quality control of higher educa-
tion system.

Creation of Nazarbayev University, a prestig-
jious education institution of the world level, in
Astana will provide qualitative breakthrough in
preparation of national engineering, technical and
scientific personnel and formation of modern re-
search infrastructure.
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Unfortunately, there still exist the state compul-
sory standards in the country which strictly regu-
late educational process and its content, and do
not allow higher education institutions adjusting
the current changes in economics. On the other
hand, universities and institutes are given certain
freedom in defining the content of their working
curricula today, for instance, elective component
in baccalaureate is increased from 40% to 50%,
in post-graduate course from 50% to 60% and in
doctoral course — from 70% to 80%.

Among other disadvantages of higher educa-
tion in Kazakhstan there are also:

= dissatisfaction of employers with profes-
sional skills of specialists since educational

= programmes do not always correspond to
economy demands;

* negative tendencies in faculty composition
at universities, such as work for more than
one employer, insufficient quality of teach-
ers;

= outdated material and technical basis at
universities, which do not allow to conduct
qualitative research work;

= higher educational institutions are focused
rather on educational functions than re-
search work, and some others.

Nevertheless, the work on eliminating existing
problems in higher education is being conducted
currently. Higher education institutions establish
long-term relationship with their counterparts
abroad - in the USA, UK, Europe, China Malaysia,
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Korea, etc. There have been signed more than 130
international contracts in the spheres of educa-
tion and science; more than 150 universities have
direct relationship with foreign partners. The ef-
fective cross-pollination takes place within this co-
operation that leads to improvement of education
level.

Among opportunities for universities to par-
ticipate in research work is creation of research
laboratories under universities, commercialization
of the results of research work and financing of
research projects. The programme implies decen-
tralization of management principles in science
and its orientation to the market which will lead
to fruitful cooperation between business and sci-
ence and creation of the mechanism for develop-
ing new technologies and providing their practical
use. The good proportion between educational
and scientific purposes at universities will result in
scientific development in general.

The programme also includes further moderni-
zation of the system of education and its quality
improvement with the perspective of conformity
of education in Kazakhstan and Europe.

The progressive development and moderniza-
tion of education system in Kazakhstan are pos-
sible due to understanding of necessity and im-
portance of human capital development by the
leadership of the Republic, as well as due to com-
prehensive support of reforms in the sphere of
education by the President of Kazakhstan and the
government of RK.

1. TocypapcTBeHHas nporpaMMa pasBuTUs obpasoBaHus Pecnybnmkm KasaxcraH Ha 2011-2020 rogpl
2. 3akoH Pecnybaunkm KazaxctaH «O6 obpazoBaHum»
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